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Worksheet 4: Rubric for Assessment  
 
Prompt: How successful was Achebe in developing a new and distinctly African English? 

1. Is the introduction interesting?  Does it introduce the topic sufficiently for the reader?  

2. Does the introduction include a clear, concise thesis statement which summarizes the main ideas 

and points out the direction of the paper?  

3. Does the organization of body paragraphs follow the direction indicated in the thesis statement?  

4. Is there enough evidence from the text to support the main ideas adequately? Is the evidence 

presented clearly and authoritatively?  

5. Are the page number(s) cited for textual evidence in the manner assigned?   

6. Is there a strong conclusion which goes beyond merely parroting the thesis statement?  

7. Do clear transitions between paragraphs provide coherence?  

8. Does the paper stay on topic?  

9. Is the language appropriate to an academic paper (no slang or casual words; no overly formal 

words)? 

10. Are all the sentences complete, with no run-on sentences, comma splices, or fragments?  

11. Are the grammar and spelling correct?  

12. Does the format match the directions?  

 


